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THE PATRIOTIC PISTOL.

Carefully eolected statistics show that we saeri-
fice over 4,000 lives every years in celebrating the
Fourth of July, says the Call. Most of these are
vietims of the toy pistol, an incendiary and infernal
machine for making noise and causing lockjaw.
There is a general movement to outlaw this weapon
as a means of manifesting patriotic fervor. No
doubt it will be effectually suppressed, but that will
not end the slaughter on the Fourth.

There are other deadly contrivanees, such as ean-

non erackers, bombs and otheét fire vomiting, noise
belehing devices éalled voleanoes and by other names
that imply destruetion that will fill the void made
by the destructive pistol. The law, hand in hand
with common sense, should follow up the work of
abolishing these disturbers of the peace and de-
stroyers of life, until the anniversary of our inde-
pendence ceases to be a time of terror and appre-
hension and becomes a pleasant, patriotic day of
national enjoyment, as it ought to be, Americans
have run away with the fireworks idea by degener-
ating it to the service of mere noise, In this we
imitate the Chinese in all but their eonservatism.
' They celebrate New Year's or bring a new dragon
to town with much ceremony and firecrackering, but
they know how to produce the glad popping of pow-
der without taking life or setting fire to buildings.
We do both and feel that we have had a haleyon and
vociferous time gnly when we have scared nervous
people into eonvulsions, killed a number of small
boys, set fire to ladies’ skirts by throwing eannon
crackers at their feet, put out many eyes by powder
explosions and burned a number of buildings on the
altar of liberty. As the movement against the toy
pistol is general all over the country, we will await
the statisties of casualties with interest to see if it
has diminished the slanghter of the day.

The Spanish war was in eulmination on the 4th
of July. We were before Santiago, and beset that
last stronghold of the empire of Philip II on our
independence day. But we killed more people cel-
ebrating than were killed on both sides in all that
war. We did it having fun, as some people call it,
‘We should learn to have fun without giving so much
employment to surgeons, undertakers and grave
diggers.

FS
AND CURRENCY REFORM.

REPUBLICANS

The omission in the republican national platform
of all reference to the subject of curtency reform
is présumably, to some extent, an act of political
strategy, says the New York Commereial. The only
allugion which that document makes to the money
question is to declare *‘it to be the duty of the re-
publican party to uphold the gold standard and the
integrity and value of our national enrreney.”’ The
republican platform of four years ago, it will be
recalled, virtually committed the republican party
to a reconstruetion of the present eurrency system.

There can be no doubt that President Roosevelt
regards that pledge to be still hinding on him and
on his party. Only last winter, in his report to con-
gress, Seeretary Shaw called attention again to the
necessity of a currency system that would be more
responsive to the “*varying needs of seasons and of
localities and of ehanging conditions of business;”’
and he urged congress to take some aetion to this end,
The trouble has beén, however, that it has been im-
possible to devise a system on which all republicans
could agree; and under these circumstances it was
probably useless to try to force a enrrency-reform
measure through congress. Candor compels it to
be added that there is a considerable republican
element in the west that is hostile to an ‘‘asset-
currency '’ system, and apparently it was from fear
of offending that element that the present platform
is silent on the subject of eurrency reform.

Should President Roosevelt be elected ‘and the
republicans seeure a good working majority in the
house of representatives—they will undoubtedly
have such a majority in the senate—there is every
reason to believe that the next congress wil be hos-
pitable to the project for eurreney reform and will
pass a satisfactory bill of this kind. =Certain it is,
at any rate, that no measure of this deseription
ean be expected from the demoecrats. Most of the
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|{latter are nppaml to all issues of paper eurrency
other than by the government, and they have a spe-

|eial antipathy against national banks—or have had,
at least.
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THERE IS BUT ONE FLAG,

There is but one flag for representation of the

United States of Ameriea. That flag consists of a
blue field with 13 stripes of red and white, alternat-
ing, and with each state of the imperishable union
represented by a star upon the blue field—the eolors
of the heavens and the symbol of freedom and
strength, says the Cincinnati Comunercial Tribune.
There is no other flag, and there ean not be. There-
fore, the design of Professor Arnett of Wilberforee,
for a flag for the negro will come to mothing. The
eonstitution of the United States has made the negro
an Ameriean citizen, and the flag of the United
Statesishhﬂng.uitistheﬂugo!thewholepew
ple.
Professor Amctt says that **every nntron has a flag
but the negro.” He is incorrect in that statement.
The African nations have flags and follow them, as
other peoples and nations have flags, but there can
be but one flag for the United States. It has been
good enough for all citizens for more than a century
and a quarter and will be good enough for all years
to come. But there is another objection. Professor
Arnett would have the flag of the negro with a
“‘staff of weeping willow, to commemorate the fact
that women and children once kneeled and prayed
under weeping willow trees, A black border will
be appropriate to symbolize the color. In the ecen-
ter will be the pietures of five representative col-
ored men who stand for the enlightenment of the
peaple,”” and he believes the adoption of the flag
would ‘‘solve the raece question.’

There is little of logie in his belief and there is
no raee question save as intemperate men of either
race may choose to foree its existence. The faet is
that the adoption of the flag of the negro would
tend to raise rather than to kill the question of race.
The flag of the United States is good enough to pro-
teet him,
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EARTH FIRE WALLS.

The value of earthen fire walls separating the dif-
ferent wharves and roadways gjong the water front
was demonstrated in the fire whieh destroyed a por-
tion of the lumber yard of the Stetson & Post Mill-
ing Company, says the Seattle Post-Infelligencer,

o

was the fact that an embankment of earth prevented
its spreading under the roadways, piling and
wharves, where it could not be reached, to the prop-
erty lying to the southward.

The eonverse of this was seen in the great fire
which destroyed the business portion of Seattle 15
Years ago,
suppressed before it had done its greatest damage,
were iot not for the fact that the roadways leading
down to the wharves, from First avenue, were all
of planking on capped piling, with large open
spaces running the full width of the street. In
these passage ways there were masses of elabs, rub-
bish and other inflammable debris, on which a fire
conld feed, and where it was impossible to get at it.

It is shown now that the sooner every street and
roadway on the tide lands is filled in with earth
solidly, the easier will be the task of dealing with
fires that originate in that part of town. The know-
ledge might very well be applied practically to the

“limprovement of the safety of the manufacturing

district, wherein a great proportion of the population
of the city earns its livelihood.
13

The restoration of the famous Stadium of Athens
begun in 1895, with funds given by a Greek mer-
chant, has progressed until they are now placing
the last of the 52,000 marble seats which the great
amphitheater contains. The seats, railings, ete., are
all of the creamy white Pentelikon marble, It is
the intention of the committee having the restora-
tion in charge to build a marble propylaea, or en-
trance, resembling the ancient one, Some urge the
finishing of the outer walls of the Stadium by sur-
mounting them with a marble eolonnade, When the
propylaca will be commenced is not known.

$

Alexander Sutherland, the man who led the
charge of the famous Light brigade at Balakiava, is
living in the city of Denver, Col. He is 94 years of
age, but has expressed a desire to attend the St.
Louis fair, in response to an invitation received from
the school children of that city. As the bugler of
the brigade, Mr. Sutherland led the charge at the
command of the earl of Cardigan, and was one of
the 150 heroes who returned from the field of
earnage.
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Japanese soldiers carry with them kettles made
of thin paper—the invention of ome Daiju. The
kettle upon being filled with water and the outside
surfaece dampened is hung over the fire; in 10 min-
utes the water is boiling. A kettle®costs only two
cents, and can be used eight or 10 times,

4

We find some difficulty in getting chesty over Dr.
Dowie’s declaration that he prefers the United
Stetes to either England or Australia.

All that saved the fire from getting beyond control'
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FORGETS HIS WEDDING DAY.

With Assistance of Sister-in-Law,
Mowever, All Is Made Right

He was astonished when his 16-year-
old sistersin-law walked inta his ofce
in the Townsend bullding.

“wWhat 18 RT" he Inquired,

“Margery,” was her brief reaponse,

“Good heavens! Has anything hap-
pened ™ he exclaimed, jumping from
his chalr and closing the door. “She
was all right when 1 left Montclalr thia
morning."

“Yes," with a sorrowful shake of the
head, “but she's up at ma's Now uvrys
Ing to break her heart.,”

“What the deuce—1"

“It's the first anniversary of your
wedding day. You did not mention It
You even forgot to kiss heh”

“8o 1 did, so 1 Q14" he remiirked sor-
rowfully, “But what Is to be done?
Here! [ can take the day off, You
run home and tell her you and I had
been planning a little surprise; that It
was all arranged yesterday, Tell her”
he continued, almost delirously, “that
you commanded me to keep quiet for
fear of spolling It. Get me out of this
scrape, Bertha, and that ring we talked
about is—"

“Why tell her that?” asked the de-
mure sister-In-law,

“Don't you see? he continued, ex-
citedly. “While you are golng up home
—and you needn't hurry—I1 will buy a
little present on the way to the ferry.
There's a man In the ferry-house who
sells flowers, By the time you get
home—"'

“No use,” she Interrupted. “She has
closed the house and sent the servant
away for the day."

“Great Jehosaphat!" he shouted.
“Poor little Margery. 1 am a brute”

“I have a plan,” sald sweet sixteen,
tentatively.

“What Is it?*

“1 did tellsher you and 1 had planned
a surprise.”

“You angel! What's your plan?

“I told her I had intended going to
your house this morning and bring
her over for a quiet anniversary little
dinner at ma's, But that you would
happen along about noon with a coach,
and that you and she and ma and I
would go to the races.’

“Great Scott!"

“And 1 told her that instead of the
dinnér at ma's we would dine at some
nice place you knew and go to the
theater afterward,”

“Anything else?

“No," mald sweet sixteen, “except
that 1 think I ought fo get that ring.”

“T'Il bring It with me when I come
with the coach. Bertha, you're a

The fire might have been handled uandl-'

darling.”

“Margery dear,” he sald that night,
“you have forglven me, haven't you?"

1 suppose I must,” she replied;
have had such a delighttul time."”

“And Bertha Is a little Lrick, Mar-
gery!" Then he confessed,

T knew It, sald Margery,
sweetly, “I sent her to your office. Bhe
showed me the ring"—New York
Timesn,
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MILK CONDENSING C
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This Cap Label

is a guarantee of the purity
and richness of our

Economy
Brand
Evaporated
Gream

We offer
$5,000 reward
o anyone able to prove
adulteration
of our product.

DON'T GO TO 8T. LOVIS

"Il you call at or write to the Chl-
cago, Milwaukee & 8t Pau! Rallrond
Ofice 1834 Thirt wireet, Portland, Ore
Low rates to all points east, in connecs
tion with all transcontinentals,
H. 8. ROWE,
fleneral Agent,

STOP OVER. AT CHICAGO
on your way to St Louls falr, Low
rates and best service via North-West-
ern line. For full Information, write
H, L. Bisler, general agent, No, 133
Third siveet, Portland, Ore.

LY

“ .L mll m I'.lnl'll.u..u.m.l.

To Chloago and return ......... 1866

To Chicago, returning from Bt
Louls or vics YOrsA ..ivi.vies 10,00

WI'e Chicago, returning via 8L

Louls or vice versa .......... 7000
Returning via Californla, §13.00 ad-

ditlonal.
For further particulars, call on or
address a. w

AM!O.B.&N.OG.M1
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Tenth and Commercial Streets.

Y E Y2220 0000000

R A A T T

Dr. VAUGHAN,
Dexrisy
Pythian Building, Astoria, Oregon.

Dr. T. L. BALL
Dr. F. 1. Friedrich,

DENTISTH
624 Commercial strest, Astoria Ore.

Dr. W, C. LOGAN
DENTIST Ly
078 Commercial St., Shanahan Building

C. J. TRENCHARD
Insurance, Commisaslor and Bhipping.

CUSTOMS HOUBE BROKER.
Agent Wells-Fargo and ‘Northern
Pacific Expreas Companies,
Cor. ELEVENTH and BOND 8T8,

MUR. m mmm meuu
m«mnm«wmmmm
and Loggers.

Braoch Uniontown, « - Phones, 7II, -
A.V, ALLEN,

AR R X X R X 2 222 230"

et seaeeeR

Uniontown, 713

X EEErErrE

ASTORIA, OREQGON.

T Y L Y R TR R TR

JAY TUTTLE, M. D.

PHYBIOIAN AND SURGEON

Acting Amistant Surgeon
U. 8. Mariae Hospllal Bervies,

Ofocs hours: 10 te 12 am. 1 to &:90 poan
477 Commercial Btreet, Ind Floor.

Dr. RHODA O, HICKS
OSTEOPATHIST

Mansell Bldg. 673 Commercial Be
PHONE BLACK ‘085,

. W. BARR, DENTIST
Manscll Bailding

578 Commercial Street,  Astoria, Ore
TELEPHONE RED 200l

“Neglected colds make fat grave-
yarda” Dr. Weod's Norway Pine
Byrup helps men and women o &
happy, vigorous ald ame,
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Is the only White Labor Laundry in the City.
of Work at very reasonable Prices, and is in $vory way worthy
of your patronage, Cor. 10th and DUANE BTS, Phone 1691

The TROY Laundry

Does the Best

PRAEL & COOK

Telephone 221.

Draying and Expressing

All goodushipped toour care will receive special attention.

709-715 Commercial Street.

TRANSFER €0,
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Reliance
Electrical

‘Works

H.W.CY i85,
Manuger

We are thoroughly prepared for making

estimates and exeonting orders for
all kinds of eleotrical installing and
repairing, Bapplies in stock. We
soll the Celebrated SHELBY LAMP,

Call up Phone 1161,

428 BOND STREET

a WASHINGTON

I

FRESH AND CURED MEATS

Wholesale and Retail
Bhips, Logging Camps and Mills supplied on short notice,
LIVE STOCK BOUGHT AND SOLD
MARKET - CHRISTENSON @ C0.

BRIIRIBI I IR I ININI0800 40000 R sttt adbttsssttistsssss
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ANDREW ASP,

in that line at reasonable

Having installed a Rubber Tiring Maochine of the
Iatest pattern I am prepared to do all kinds of work

CORNER TWELFTH AND DUANE STREETS.

BLACKSMITH.

prices. Telephone 291,

TIME TABLE

T. J. POTTER

DATE Leave rM | e, P. H.. Leave Arml {

| S (At | AR | A | i
; - .". . B " . . - L]

Tues, Jnly& 900 am | 8.00 | 800 | 415 7: : : !
Wed. 6{ 9.00 am | 3.00 | 8.00 | 4 15 8:33 glfg g:g “g
Thurs, * 7| 9.00am | 8.00 | 8.00 (415 | 8,00 | 9.5 | 9.5 | 48
g::.a.y Y ;a.g;m g.% ?g g‘?g 8:00 9:16 9:16 4:16
m . . YT T Peee
_Bnll. SN | iiviae S A5 T e 8:00 9:16 B IB 4:156

G W. ROBERTS,

Agt ,0. R, 2 CO.




